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On Tuesday,
Tiferet's students
put together a
fantastic Adar
Carnival for the
children of Neve
Michael, Emuna's
children's home in
Pardes Chana.
There were games,
activities and prizes
for all of the
children – and a
great time was had
by all! The carnival
was so successful
that the next day,
our students ran
another carnival for
children back home
in Ramat Beit
Shemesh. Special
thanks go to our
three coordinators,
Michal Raskas,
Ariella Weiss and
Estee Miller who
put in countless
hours in
preparation for this
chesed event!

Erasure
Parashat Tetzavei – Zachor
Rav Natanel Lebowitz
Since Moshe’s birth, his name is mentioned in every parsha except for Tetzave. After ישראל
בניcommitted the sin of the Golden Calf, Hashem thought to wipe them out. In their
defense, Moshe challenged Hashem and demanded that if He would destroy the Jewish
people then Moshe did not want to be mentioned in the Torah. Hashem did not end up
destroying the people but because Moshe uttered the words “Erase me from Your Book”,
Hashem had to implement Moshe’s request on some scale. He had to remove Moshe’s
name from one Parsha. Therefore, Hashem took Moshe’s name out of Parshas Tetzave.
And that is why our Parsha starts with the word “ ”ואתהas opposed to the more commonly
used ”"וידבר ה' אל משה לאמר.
Of all the Parshiyot to remove Moshe’s name, why Parshas Tetzave?
One answer is that the week of Parshas Tetzave always contains the date of the 7th of Adar.
This week, Thursday is/was the 7th of Adar. The 7th of Adar is the day that Moshe died. It is
fitting to remove Moshe’s name from the week that has within it the day he was removed
from the world. One question on this answer is that Moshe was also born on the 7 th of
Adar. Why not specifically put Moshe into the Parsha of the week he came into the world?
A second answer suggests that it was hard for Hashem to take Moshe out of any parsha.
Hashem knew he had to do it but kept delaying the inevitable. Moshe’s request was to
erase him from the Torah occurs in Parshas Ki Tisa which is next week’s parsha. Really
Moshe should have then been removed from the Parsha right after Ki Tisa. However,
Hashem was not in a rush to remove Moshe from any parsha so He decided to not do it
yet. The following week, Hashem also chose to delay. This went on just about the entire
year which brought us up to Parshat Tetzaveh which was the last chance Hashem had to
remove Moshe from a parsha until we returned back to Parshat Ki Tisa. Being that Hashem
had no other choice, He ran out of parshiyot, so He removed Moshe from Tetzave. Hashem
delayed what He did not really want to do until there was no other choice.
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Mazal Tov
Mazal Tov to Rebecca Bari (5772) on her
Liron
Krishtal
engagement to Ari Zucker!ev
May
they
be (5768) on her Aliyah this week!
zochim to build a bayit ne'eman b'Yisrael
together!
Mazal Tov to Libby Fishkin (5773) on her
engagement to Nathaniel Borochov! May
they be zochim to build a bayit e'eman
b'Yisrael together!

"About Doubt"
Netanya Stein (5775)
In this week's Maftir, the Shabbat before Purim, we
read about Amalek. Why? What does Amalek have
to do with Purim?
Amalek's history with  בני ישראלstarts way before
the time of Purim. It begins after קריעת ים סוף,
when  בני ישראלwere traveling through the desert.
They began to question whether or not ' הwas really
with them. Shortly after, Amalek attacked. Why?
It all comes down to one word: (ספקdoubt).
The fact that בני ישראלhad this doubt in ' הcreated
the opening for Amalek to attack them. The
gematria of  ספקis 240, the same as Amalek.
So too, in life, Amalek will attack us when we're not
strong in our emuna in 'ה. There are two types of
attack: the internal, which is our יצר הרע. It tries to
tell us that ' הplays no part in our lives and that
everything is up to us. The second type is external.
When we lose bitachon in 'ה, it creates an
opportunity for people to cause us physical harm,
like Amalek did in the  מדברand  המןtried to do to
us in Shushan. Mordechai and Esther teach us that
by showing faith in Hashem, through tefilla and
teshuva, we can conquer even the most powerful of
enemies
What saved  בני ישראלthen, and what will save us in
the future, is having trust in 'ה. We can't have
doubt. The only way to destroy Amalek, both
internally and externally, is to have emunah and
 דבקותwith 'ה.

MIncha at the Caesaria
Beach before the
Carnival
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A third answer posits that Hashem did not choose Tetzave by default but rather because it was the most appropriate parsha
to take remove Moshe. Parshat Tetzave is primarily about the clothing of the Kohanim. In Hashem’s original design of the
Jewish people, Moshe’s descendants should have been the Kohanim. However, when Hashem initially asked Moshe to take
the people out of Mitzrayim, Moshe refused the task. Moshe did not think the people would listen to him. Moshe’s lack of
belief in the people caused Hashem to change the responsibility of the kehuna to Aaron. The Kohein’s job is to represent the
people to Hashem. He was the one who would go to the Kodesh Hakodashim on Yom Kippur to beseech Hashem to give the
people a year of Life. If Moshe did not believe in the people, how could he be the Kohein? Therefore, in the parsha, that
manifests his punishment, Moshe is removed. However, if this was the only point Hashem was trying to make then even had
Moshe not said “Erase me from Your Book”, Hashem would have still removed him from Tetzveh. We know that this is not
true. Moshe was only removed because he asked to be removed. It must be Hashem is teaching us something deeper.
Perhaps what Hashem is pointing out is that Moshe did teshuva. When Hashem wanted to destroy the people Moshe jumped
to their defense even at the risk of losing everything he lived his life for. This was a correction of his previous error when he
did not believe in the people. Hashem chose to erase him from the Parsha of the kehuna to let us know that Moshe fixed the
reason he lost the kehuna. “Erase me from Your Book” was Moshe’s way of correcting “they won’t believe me”. The Parsha of
his punishment, the parsha of his not getting the kehuna, is the parsha that the Torah lets us know how far Moshe came. He
was removed specifically here to atone for the sin that lost him the kehuna in the first place.
The Shela writes that Purim is a holier day than Yom Kippur. In the Torah, Yom Kippur is referred to as Yom Kippurim, which
in addition to the Day of Forgiveness, can also be read as, a day like Purim. This means that Yom Kippur is a reflection of Purim.
Purim is the holiest day. If the day of Yom Kippur is primarily about repentance then Purim too is about repentance. Of course,
the Jews being saved from the decree of Haman is significant but we see that after Haman is killed, the Megilla tells us קימו
וקבלו היהודים, the Jews reaccepted the Torah. They recognized that bad decrees happen to the Jewish people to remind them
to do teshuva. Like Moshe, they heard the message and did teshuva.
What teshuva should we focus on? Parshat Zachor discusses the command to wipe out Amalek. We do not know who Amalek
is but the ideas of Amalek may still be around. After leaving Egypt, the Jews complained for lack of water. They wondered if
Hashem was still with them. Right after they ask that question, Amalek shows up. Amalek represents doubt of Hashem living
with us every moment. Our mission of Zachor is to counter the notion of Amalek and to recognize Hashem is with us all the
time. Perhaps in this time of year, the specific teshuva we need to undertake is to be G-od conscious. We should make Hashem
an active part of our lives. The same way that Moshe did Teshuva by correcting the very sin he committed, so too we can
correct the sin of this period of doubt in Hashem’s existence in our everyday lives. Even if we are not actively doubting whether
Hashem plays a role in our lives, a lack of awareness or inattention to Hashem, is tantamount to doubting the role Hashem
plays.
What are we going to do to make ourselves G-od Conscious?
 יהי רצון מלפני אבינו שבשמיםthat He gives us the insight and foresight to recognize the blessing that we have of having the
Creator and Master of the World being actively involved in everything we do. We should have of marbin b’simcha.

