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In Parshat Lech Lecha, Hashem commands Avraham to go to Eretz Yisrael.  However, when 

issuing the command, Hashem is purposely ambiguous and withholds the destination from 

Avraham; merely referring to it as "הארץ אשר אראך - the land which I will show you”.  Rashi 

suggests that the name of the destination was withheld from Avraham to endear Eretz Yisrael 

to him.  How does not informing Avraham that he was to travel to Eretz Yisrael make the 

Land more special?  The grandson of the Kotsker Rebbe observes that the Mitzvah of yishuv 

Eretz Yisrael is the most unclear of all the Mitzvot.  In fact, the very mitzvah itself is 

controversial.  It is debated whether or not the Mitzvah of living in Eretz Yisrael is including 

in the Taryag mitzvot.  In the Torah, Eretz Yisrael is only called Eretz Canaan.    Finally, 

Hashem refers to Eretz Yisrael as the Land which I will show you.  Why the mystery? 

 
I believe that the answer reveals to us a very important principle: the holier something is, the 

more hidden and mysterious it will be.  Obviously, the holiest of all entities is G-d.  Hence, 

Hashem is the most hidden and mysterious of all, as Hashem told Moshe " וראית את אחורי ואת

 You will see My back and My face you will not see.”  The Seraphim, as described - פני לא יראו

in Yishayahu have six wings, “with two he covered his face and with two he covered his feet 

and with two he flew.”  The angels are also hidden.  The holy is always mysterious.  This is 

true not only in the heavenly realm but also in this world. 

 
The holy sefer Torah is kept covered and hidden behind a parochet and a door in the Aron 

Kodesh.  The Kohen Gadol wore eight garments: a shirt, pants, hat, belt, apron, robe, the 

Tzitz and the Choshen.  When the Kohanim say the special name of G-d in the Bet 

Hamikdash, we covered our eyes. 

 

According to Yechezkel, a rainbow is the most physical representation of Hashem in this 

world.  That is why we are not supposed to look at a rainbow.  Similarly, when Yitzchak 

meets Rivkah, she immediately covers her face like a Kallah before she meets her Chatan 

under the Chupah.  Similarly, when Moshe encounters Hashem at the burning bush, he also 

covers his face. 
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This Week in 
Tiferet 

 

The Jewish world – 
and indeed the 
whole world – just 
experienced the 
loss of a great 
tzadeket, 
Rebbetzin Henny 
Machlis, לזצ". Our 
students went to 
the Machlis home  
in Maalot Dafna to 
make a shiva call 
this week. While 
we were there, 
every one of us 
was inspired by the 
stories told of this 
legendary woman's 
Emuna, Bitachon, 
Ahavat Torah, 
Ahavat Yisrael and 
chesed. We hope 
that all of our 
students – past, 
present and future 
– learn from her 
actions and try in 
their own way, to 
emulate them.  
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evLiron Krishtal (5768) on her Aliyah this week! 
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There is a direct correlation between the level of mystery and the 

level of kedusha.  Anything that is ubiquitous is unholy because 

there is no mystery. People are attracted to mystery. 

Overexposure breeds disinterest.  Therefore, Hashem rarely 

reveals Himself and only at choice moments in history.  Hashem 

tells Avraham to come to a mysterious land.  Otherwise, why 

leave everything familiar and comfortable for just another 

geographical location?  The lesson of ‘asher areka’ is that Eretz 

Yisrael is not just another place to live; it is on a completely 

different plane. 

 

The mystery that is inherent to the pursuit of spirituality and 

understanding Torah is an indication of the kedusha.  A 

philosopher once said, “I would rather live in a world where my 

life is surrounded by mystery than live in a world so small that 

my mind could comprehend it.”  This is what Shlomo Hamelech 

means when he wrote in Mishlei, “כבוד אלקים הסתר דבר.”  The 

challenge that results from ambiguousness adds to its allure.  At 

its root, this is the idea behind the halachot of tzniyut and taharat 

hamishpacha. 

 

In Morah Nevuchim, the Rambam notes that it’s not just Eretz 

Yisrael that is hidden; the same is true about Yerushalayim.  The 

Torah refers to Yerushalayim as Hamakom asher yireh.  Even in 

our day, matters of Eretz Yisrael remain ambiguous.  Perhaps the 

greatest Jewish debate of modern times is whether the State of 

Israel is ראשית צמיחת גאולתינו or a State born in sin.  In the end, 

that is part of the historical mystique of Eretz Yisrael.  More than 

anything, the uncertainty and lack of clarity attests to its 

kedusha.   

 

Shabbat Shalom. 
 

Mazal Tov! 
 

Mazal Tov to Yoni and Katie 
(Becker, 5766) Lazarus on the 

birth of a baby daughter, 
Ya'ara, born to them in Eretz 

Yisrael! May they be zochim to 
raise her l'Torah, l'chupa 

u'l'maasim tovim! 

A Leap of Faith 
Leah Feder (5776) 

  

In this week's parsha, Hashem promises 

Avraham that one day his children will 

receive the land of Israel. Why didn't 

Avraham ask for the land immediately? Why 

didn't he ask when his children will get the 

land? Why didn't he ask Hashem not to put us 

through galut? There is one answer and that 

answer is that Avraham had Emmunah - faith. 

Avraham had faith in Hashem, faith that 

Hashem would take care of him and the rest 

of his descendants. Avraham had faith that 

whatever Hashem was doing he was doing it 

for the good of Bnei Yisrael. 

         
With all the recent events going on, it's hard 

not to question Hashem. It's hard not ask why 

is this happening to good innocent people? 

Why aren't my tefillot being heard? Although 

we may ask them we have to have in the back 

in our head that Hashem is doing this for a 

reason, maybe it's to test our faith maybe this 

is going to end being good for Am Yisrael. 

Just as Avraham had full faith that the land 

will be ours even with great challenges and 

struggle for us too we cannot let what is going 

on discourage or deter us from thinking and 

knowing the same that ultimately this land is 

ours even if we face so many hardships and 

challenges to live and be here because 

ultimately like Avraham we must have full 

faith that the full promise Hashem made to 

Avraham will come true. Even though we 

may think this is all for the worst we should 

always have that same kind of faith that 

Avraham had trust that Hashem is with us and 

everything he does is for the good of Am 

Yisrael. 

 
 

The entire Tiferet Family, along with all of Klal 
Yisrael mourn the passing of  

 

Rebbetzin Henny Machlis ˪"˴ˤ 
 

One of the greatest tizdkaniyot off our time, 
the Talmida of Sarah Imeinu, who we were 
fortunate to have as a teacher in Tiferet for 

several years. 
 

We daven that in the merit of the Torah that 
she taught and of the hundreds of thousands 
of guests that she welcomed into her home. 
that we should see Mashiach  במהרה בימינו. 

 



 

 
 

  

 

Hafrashat 

Chala in 

Tiferet!  

This Thursday night, Tiferet participated in the 
world-wide "Shabbos Project" with a group 

Hafrashat Challah, led by Rebbetzin Yehudis Landau. 
We were inspired by her words of Torah, and the 
way this mitzvah has linked generations of Jewish 

women over the centuries. 
 


